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The 2023 Jewish Community Study of New York



This series of reports present the findings of UJA-Federation
of New York’s 2023 Jewish Community Study. This study is
based on nearly 6,000 completed questionnaires from Jewish
households of all backgrounds, beliefs, and levels of belonging
to Jewish communal organizations.

The U.S. Census is prohibited from asking questions about
religion, so the 2023 Jewish Community Study of New York is
the prime source of information about the Jewish community in
the current moment. The survey collected data from a cross-
sectional, representative sample of New York area adults who
live in a Jewish household. The geographic scope is the New
York eight-county area — the five New York City boroughs,
Nassau, Suffolk, and Westchester counties. The study covers

a breadth of topics, from poverty and mental health to Jewish
ritual observance and participation in Jewish programs.

Over the past ten years, much has changed in how and where
people live across the New York region. Most notably, the
Covid-19 pandemic heavily impacted the entire New York
metropolitan area, the New York Jewish community included.
While it is impossible to know how characteristics of Jewish
households would have changed in the absence of the pandemic,
this study offers the most comprehensive portrait of the Jewish
community in 2023.

Where possible, we have drawn comparisons to provide
context to the count and characteristics of the New York
Jewish community in 2023. We compare our 2023 findings,
when appropriate, to Pew’s Jewish Americans in 2020 and

to the New York eight-county census data taken from the
2022 American Community Survey (ACS). We also compare
our findings to the 2011 Jewish Community Study and to the
2002 and 1991 New York Jewish community studies; however,
shifts in the wording of questions and differences among

the studies’ methodological procedures complicate these
comparisons, so we use longitudinal comparisons judiciously.
For more on the limitations of data comparability, see the
methods FAQ here.

A complete methodological report can be found online at
jewishdatany.ujafedny.org.

A few helpful terms

Jewish Household: A household with at
least one Jewish adult. Jewish households
may include both Jewish and non-Jewish
adults and children.

Jewish Adult: An adult who identifies with
Judaism, either by religion or in any other
way (for example, ethnically, culturally, or
because of family background).

Eight-County Area: The UJA catchment
area, this region includes the five boroughs
of New York City, as well as Westchester,
Nassau, and Suffolk counties.

How to read the numbers in
this report

Rounding: Counts of people and
households have been rounded to the
nearest thousand. Percentages have
generally been rounded to the nearest
whole percent. As a result, some tables
may not perfectly sum to 100%. Except
where otherwise noted, tables are
inclusive of all respondents and should
be understood to sum to the number
indicated in the total row.

Comparisons: Even where not explicitly
indicated, all figures cited in this report are
estimates, and therefore surrounded by
margins of error. As a general rule, differ-
ences smaller than five percent may not
be statistically significant. For more about
changes in methodology that may affect
comparisons with 2011 data, see the FAQ.
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INTRODUCTION

Nearly 400,000 children under age eighteen
live in Jewish households in 2023, and about
three quarters are being raised Jewish.
Families vary in how they choose to educate
these children and engage them in Jewish
programs. New York affords a wide spectrum
of offerings for Jewish children, including

early childhood programs, Jewish day schools
and supplemental schools, youth and teen
programs, family programs, and Jewish day and
overnight camps. This report provides a profile
of households with children and describes how
families engage their children in Jewish life.
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SECTION 1

DEMOGRAPHICS OF JEWISH CHILDREN

CHILDREN IN JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS
BY AGE

# of % of
Children Children
0-2 79,000 20%
3-4 43,000 1%
5-1 143,000 36%
12-17 131,000 33%
Total 397,000 100%

CHILDREN IN JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS BY
COUNTY

County # of Children
Bronx 8,000
Brooklyn 176,000
Manhattan 54,000
Queens 34,000
Staten Island 13,000
Subtotal, New York Counties 285,000
Nassau 60,000
Suffolk 26,000
Westchester 26,000
Subtotal, Suburban Counties 112,000
Total 397,000

In 2023, there are nearly 400,000 children in Jewish
households in the eight-county area. About 30% of
these children are under the age of five, and about 70%
are school age.

397,000

Total Children in Jewish Households

The greatest number of children live in Brooklyn,
acccounting for nearly half of all children in Jewish
households. Almost three quarters (72%) of children in
Jewish households live in the five boroughs of New York
City, with the remaining 28% in the suburban counties.
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DEMOGRAPHICS OF JEWISH CHILDREN (continue)

UPBRINGING OF CHILDREN IN JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS

# of % of
Children Children
Jewish only 286,000 72%
A religion other than Judaism 17,000 4%
Jewish and something else 10,000 3%
Have not decided 54,000 14%
None of the above 30,000 8%
Total 397,000 100%

UPBRINGING AND HOUSEHOLD
DENOMINATION OF CHILDREN
IN JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS

Percentage
Jewish Children 75%
Orthodox 48%
Conservative 9%
Reform 9%
Non-Denominational/Other 10%
Non-Jewish Children 25%
Total 100%

Of these nearly 400,000 children, about three in four are
being raised Jewish only. The next largest proportion

of children in Jewish households is those who are

being raised by families who have not yet decided on
the children’s religious upbringing (14%). Only 4%

of children in Jewish households are being raised
exclusively with a religion other than Judaism. In the
remainder of this report, “Jewish children” includes
those who are being raised Jewish only and those who
are being raised Jewish and something else.

13%

of children in Jewish
households are being
raised Jewish.

HOUSEHOLD DENOMINATION OF JEWISH CHILDREN

Denomination Percentage

Orthodox 64%
Conservative 12%
Reform 1%
Non-Denominational/Other 13%
Total 100%

Among Jewish children, most (64%) are being raised
in Orthodox households, with the other 36% equally
distributed across Conservative, Reform, and non-
denominational/other denomination households.
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DEMOGRAPHICS OF JEWISH CHILDREN (continue)

CHILDREN IN JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS BY INTERMARRIAGE

% of Children

In-married 67%
Intermarried 21%
Not married’ 13%
Total 100%

About two out of every three children in Jewish
households are being raised in in-married households.

Another 21% are being raised in intermarried households

and 13% are raised in unmarried households.

UPBRINGING OF CHILDREN IN JEWISH
HOUSEHOLDS BY INTERMARRIAGE

Non-

. Intermarried
Intermarried

Jewish only 96% 16%
A religion other than Judaism 1% 16%
Jewish and something else 0% 5%
Have not decided 2% 20%
None of the above 1% 44%
Total 100% 100%

Jewish upbringing among children varies distinctively

between intermarried and non-intermarried households.

Children in non-intermarried households are almost
universally being raised as Jewish only, while only a fifth
of children in intermarried households are being raised
Jewish only or Jewish and something else.

67%

of children in Jewish
households are in in-
married households.

Many intermarried households (20%) have not yet
decided how to raise their children religiously, while 16%
have decided to raise their children only in a religion
other than Judaism. The share of children whose parents
have not decided how to raise them religiously is highest
among the youngest children. Twenty-seven percent of
children under three in intermarried households have
parents who are undecided about how to raise them
religiously. Among children ages 12-17,7% have parents
undecided about how to raise them religiously.

Over forty percent (44%) of adults in intermarried
households report that they are raising their children

as “none of the above,” indicating that they are raising
them with no religion at all. This is a higher share

of religious “nones” among children in intermarried
households than in past decades. Even so, the majority
of intermarried households who are raising their children
as “nones” still celebrate Hanukkah (66%) and attend a
Passover seder (62%).?

~

Unmarried households are those in which the respondent is either living with a partner but not married, single and never married, divorced, separated, or widowed.

For comparability with past New York Jewish community studies, this question asked “How are children in this household being raised?” It is possible that the

increase in “nones” reflects a difference in the way this question is interpreted in 2023 compared to the past. It may imply a more active investment in child rearing
today than it did in previous decades. Recent studies from other communities such as Chicago (2020) and Los Angeles (2021) have asked whether parents consider
their children to be Jewish or another religion. These studies found greater shares of children being raised Jewish. Our data should not be seen as comparable to
results from these other studies due the differences in the way the question was asked.
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SECTION 2:

JEWISH EDUCATION

PARTICIPATION IN JEWISH EDUCATION (HOUSEHOLDS)

(Among Jewish households with children ages 5-17 being raised Jewish)

All JHHs with JHHs with Only JHHs with Only
Children 5-17 Children 5-12 Children 13-17
Day school 55% 57% 35%
Other formal o o o
Jewish education 15% 21% 8%
Neither 31% 22% 57%
Total 100% 100% 100%
Among Jewish households with school-age children Both day school and attendance at other Jewish
being raised Jewish, a little more than half have children education is higher among Jewish households with
attending Jewish day school or yeshiva. Another 15% younger children: in households with children ages 5-12,
include children attending some other form of formal 57% have a child in day school, compared to 35% of
Jewish education, including Jewish Sunday school or Jewish households with children over 12.

supplemental school.

PARTICIPATION IN JEWISH EDUCATION BY DENOMINATION (HOUSEHOLDS)

Non-Denominational/

Orthodox Conservative Reform
Other

Day school 97% 24% 10% 9%

Other formal Jewish education 0% 38% 38% 14%

Neither 3% 38% 52% 76%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100%
Participation in day school and other formal education Attendance at other formal Jewish education programs is
programs varies significantly by denomination. Nearly most common among Conservative and Reform households,
all Orthodox households with school-age children with 38% of households sending their children to such
send their children to day school. About one in four programs in both cases. About half of Reform households
conservative households with school-age children do not send their children to any formal Jewish education
sends their children to day school followed by about programs and about three in four non-denominational/other
10% of Reform and non-denominational/other denomination households also do not have their children
denomination households. participate in formal Jewish education programs.
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JEWISH EDUCATION (conTinuED)

NUMBER OF CHILDREN
RECEIVING JEWISH EDUCATION

Estimate Percentage
Day school 128,000 63%
Other formal Jewish education 20,000 10%
Neither 54,000 26%
Total 202,000 100%

In the eight-county area, we estimate that about 128,000
children, or 3% of school age children who are being
raised Jewish, attend day school and another 20,000
attend some other form of Jewish education. The number
of children in day school found by this study closely
aligns with data from the New York State Department of
Education, which maintains data on enrollment in private
schools, including Jewish day schools and yeshivot.?

148,000

Total Children
Receiving Jewish Education

63%

of Jewish children
ages 5-17 attend
day school.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN RECEIVING JEWISH EDUCATION BY DENOMINATION

Orthodox

Conservative

Non-Denominational/
Reform

Other
Est. Pct. Est. Pct. Est. Pct. Est. Pct.
Day school 118,000 95% 6,000 22% 2,000 8% 2,000 7%
Other formal Jewish education <1,000 0% 9,000 34% 7,000 29% 4,000 16%
Neither 6,000 5% 11,000 44% 14,000 62% 20,000 77%
Total 124,000 100% 26,000 100% 23,000 100% 26,000 100%

In 2023, about 118,000 Orthodox children, or about 95%
of Orthodox children ages 5-17, attend Jewish day school
in the eight-county area. Orthodox children account for
about 92% of all Jewish children attending day school

in the eight-county area. About 22% of Conservative
children ages 5-17 attend day school, followed by less
than 10% of Reform and non-denominational/other
denomination Jewish children ages 5-17.

About one in three Conservative children attend some
other type of formal Jewish education as do nearly
30% of Reform Jewish children ages 5-17. Nearly half of
Conservative Jewish children ages 5-17 do not attend
any type of formal Jewish education, as is the case of
62% of Reform children and more than three-fourths
of non-denominational or other denomination Jewish
children ages 5-17.

3 New York State Education Department, https://data.nysed.gov.
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JEWISH EDUCATION (conTinuED)

COST AS BARRIER TO DAY SCHOOL (HOUSEHOLDS)

(Among Jewish households with children ages 5-7 being
raised Jewish who do not attend Jewish day school)

Percentage
Primary reason 14%
One of the reasons 18%
Not a reason 68%

3 2 O/ of Households With Children Not
in Day School Cite Cost as a
o Barrier to Their Child Attending
Among households with Jewish children ages 5-17 who
do not attend Jewish day school, 32% cite cost as a
reason with 14% citing cost as the primary reason their
children do not attend day school.

SATISFACTION WITH QUALITY OF CHILD’S SCHOOL (HOUSEHOLDS)

(Among Jewish households with children ages 5-17)*

2021 2023
School Satisfaction notin t:CSSchool in D:::zhool notin ‘Il:::sSchool in D:;I:cs:hool
Not at all satisfied 4% 0% 1% 0%
Not very satisfied 17% 2% 7% 6%
Somewhat satisfied 46% 20% 27% 25%
Very satisfied 34% 78% 65% 69%

Among Jewish households with school age children in
2023, the vast majority are satisfied with their children’s
schooling. About 94% of day school households report
being satisfied with their children’s school, and 69% are
very satisfied with their children’s school. A similar share
(92%) of non-day school households also report being
satisfied with their children’s school and 65% of non-day
school households report being very satisfied with the
quality of their child’s school.

In 2021, when school went online or hybrid due to the
pandemic, day school households reported higher levels
of satisfaction with their schools than non—-day school
households. This satisfaction gap has closed now that
schools are back in person.®

94%

of day school households
report being satisfied
with their children’s
school.

4 Note: This question was not asked of Haredi respondents due to the sensitivity around government funding to Jewish religious schools.

5 Data from UJA’s Covid-19 Impact Study, conducted by SSRS on behalf of UJA-Federation of New York, available at https://www.jewishdatabank.org/databank/search-

results/study/1156.
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JEWISH EDUCATION (conTinuED)

HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN
ATTENDING JEWISH PRESCHOOL

(Among households with children ages 3-5)

NUMBER OF CHILDREN
IN JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS
ATTENDING JEWISH PRESCHOOL

Any Child 3-5 Attending Households Percentage Children 3-5 Attending Estimate Percentage
Yes 22,000 55% Yes 25,000 41%
No 18,000 45% No 37,000 59%
Total 40,000 100% Total 62,000 100%

Among households with children ages 3-5, a little more
than half send their children to Jewish preschool (54%).
In 2023, we estimate that about 25,000 children, or
about 41% of children ages 3-5 in Jewish households,
attend Jewish preschool.

25,000

Children Ages 3-5 in Jewish
Households attend Jewish Preschool

HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN ATTENDING JEWISH PRESCHOOL BY DENOMINATION

Children 3-5 Attending Orthodox

Conservative

Non-Denominational/
Reform

Other
Yes 93% 50% 31% 18%
No 7% 50% 69% 82%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100%

29%

of households send
their children to
Jewish preschool.

The vast majority of Orthodox households with children
ages 3-5 (93%) send their children to Jewish preschool.
About half of Conservative households with children
ages 3-5 send their children to Jewish preschool,
followed by about one in three Reform households.
Fewer than 20% of non-denominational or other
denomination households with children ages 3-5 send
their children to Jewish preschool.
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JEWISH EDUCATION (continuep)

HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN
ATTENDING JEWISH DAY CARE

(Among households with children ages 0-2)

NUMBER OF CHILDREN
IN JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS
ATTENDING JEWISH DAY CARE

Any Child 0-2 Attending Households Percentage Children 0-2 Attending Estimate® Percentage
Yes 18,000 30% Yes 21,000 28%
No 42,000 70% No 54,000 72%
Total 60,000 100% Total 75,000 100%

Among households with children ages 0-2, about one in
three sends their children to Jewish daycare (28%). In
2023, we estimate that about 21,000 children, or about
28% of children in Jewish households ages 0-2, attend
Jewish daycare.

21,000

Children Ages 0-2 in Jewish Households
Attend Jewish Day Care

HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN ATTENDING JEWISH DAY CARE BY DENOMINATION

Any Child 0-2 Attending Orthodox

Conservative

Non-Denominational/

Reform Other

Yes 54%

No 46%

30%

of households send
their children to
Jewish day care.

27% 22% 15%

73% 78% 85%

A little more than half of Orthodox households with
children ages 0-2 send their children to Jewish day
care followed by about 27% of Conservative households
and 22% of Reform households. About 15% of non-
denominational or other denomination households with
young children send their children to Jewish day care.

6 The total number of children ages 0-2 varies from the number reported in Table 1 (79,000) as some households with children ages 0-2 did not respond to the
question regarding Jewish day care attendance. Percentages are based on the sample who completed the question, reflecting a estimated total of 75,000.
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JEWISH EDUCATION (continue)

CHILDREN’S INFORMAL JEWISH EXPERIENCES

SUMMER DAY CAMP OR OVERNIGHT CAMP
WITH JEWISH CONTENT (HOUSEHOLDS)

(Among Jewish households with children ages 3-17)

Households Percentage

Camp with Jewish content 70,000 46%

JEWISH YOUTH GROUP OR TRAVEL PROGRAM
(HOUSEHOLDS)

(Among Jewish households with children ages 12-17)

Households Percentage
Organized Jewish youth or teen group 27,000 32%
Jewish travel program 9,000 1%

Among Jewish households with children ages 3-17, nearly half have a child
who has attended a summer day camp or overnight camp with Jewish content.
Among Jewish households with children ages 12-17, one in three has a child
who participated in an organized Jewish youth or teen group and one in ten
has a child who has attended a Jewish travel program.
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SECTION 3:

JEWISH FAMILY LIFE

ANY CHILDREN EVER HAD A JEWISH NAMING CEREMONY OR RITUAL CIRCUMCISION

(HOUSEHOLDS)

All JHHs Non-Intermarried Intermarried
Yes 64% 88% 27%
No 36% 12% 73%
Total 100% 100% 100%

About 64% of Jewish households with children have held
a ritual circumcision (bris) or a naming ceremony for at
least one child. Among the non-intermarried, this rate

rises to 88%. Only 27% of intermarried households with
children have had a naming ceremony.

ANY CHILDREN EVER HAD A JEWISH NAMING CEREMONY OR RITUAL CIRCUMCISION

BY DENOMINATION (HOUSEHOLDS)

Non-Denominational/

Orthodox Conservative Reform Other
Yes 97% 89% 83% 35%
No 3% 1% 17% 65%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100%

The practice of having a ritual circumcision (bris) or

a naming ceremony varies significantly by household
denomination. Nearly all Orthodox households with
children held a naming ceremony or ritual circumcision.
Almost 90% of Conservative households with children

held such ceremonies and a comparable proportion
of Reform households did so. Only one in three non-
denominational or other denomination households
held naming ceremonies or ritual circumcisions for
their children.
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JEWISH FAMILY LIFE (continuep)

HAVE ANY OF THE CHILDREN EVER HAD A BAR OR BAT MITZVAH CEREMONY

(HOUSEHOLDS)

(Among households with children ages 12-17)

All JHHs Non-Intermarried Intermarried
Yes or planning to 72% 95% 17%
No 28% 5% 83%
Total 100% 100% 100%

Nearly three in four Jewish households with children
have had or are planning to have a bar or bat mitzvah for
their children. Nearly all non-intermarried households
report holding or planning to hold a bar or bat mitzvah
ceremony for their children.

3 out of 4

Jewish Households With Children Have Had or
Are Planning to Have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah

BAR OR BAT MITZVAH CEREMONY BY DENOMINATION (HOUSEHOLDS)

(Among households with children ages 12-17)

Orthodox

Conservative

Non-Denominational/

Reform Other

Yes or planning to 98%

No 2%

971%

of denominationally
affiliated households

have had or are planning
to have a bar or bat
mitzvah for their
children.

98% 94% 39%

2% 6% 61%

Having a bar or bat mitzvah ceremony is a nearly
universal practice among Orthodox, Conservative, and
Reform households. The practice is much less common
among non-denominational or other denomination
households, with about 40% of households with
children having or planning to have bar/bat mitzvahs for
their children.
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